
T he turn of the 20th century witnessed an explosion of hospital construction to counter 
widespread fears of contagion by implementing new principles of hygiene. In Austria- 

Hungary, a network of hospitals connects the growing urban centers of the 55 million- 
people-strong empire. This talk explores all aspects of the building boom as it is refracted in 
works by Arthur Schnitzler, Rainer Maria Rilke, and Otto Wagner. The hospital experience is 
traced into the early 21st century via works by Thomas Bernhard, Ulrich Seidl, and Nikolaus 
Geyrhalter. The architecture of medicine and the medicalization of architecture have  
important implications for how we think about sickness and health today—and how we  
experience these clinical spaces.
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